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French assets than a million Alsace-Lorrainers. France
can be certain that we shall never oppose her justifiable
policy of expansion in the Mediterranean and there is reason
to believe that Russia also will take the same attitude as
Germany." 63
This instruction represents Bismarck's sincere purpose
of trying to secure a genuine reconciliation with France in
the half dozen years following the Congress of Berlin.
Similarly he refused to give any support to the family of
Abd-el-Kader, the heroic Algerian chieftain who had car-
ried on such a troublesome war of self-defense against
French efforts at conquest and colonization in North
Africa.64 He refused to take notice of ebullitions of French
chauvinism. Some French newspapers, the League of
Patriots, and fire-eaters like Paul Deroulede still kept up
a violent agitation against Germany. But Bismarck or-
dered his Ambassadors and the German Press to ignore them
as far as possible.• "It is best that matters of this kind be
left in dead silence."65
In his irritation at England's dilatory action in regard to
Southwest Africa and in his desire for a sincere rapproche-
ment with France, he was willing to cooperate with the
French in a conference on Egypt and other African colonial
questions. By the fall of 1884, there was even talk of
Franco-German naval cooperation which might grow into
an alliance. But the French were suspicious of Bismarck's
"Machiavellian motives." They suspected that he wished
to embroil them with England.66 The acceptance oi the
loss of Alsace and Lorraine as final and unquestioned was
just what the French Ambassador always expressly refused:
"A nation, as regards the dismemberments which it has
suffered, unless it courts with indifference the fate of Poland,
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